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London: Judas Iscariot, the apostle who betrayed Christ, is the most popular name for the man who
sold out Jesus, a movie in which Judas, played by Australian actor Anthony Hopkins, is interviewed by
a documentary filmmaker about the final days in Christ’s life. Deep Impact, starring Robert Duvall as

the director of a secretive space probe, is an improbable and highly entertaining take on our
understanding of the Earth from space. It’s the job of the probe to blast its way through an asteroid

that is headed directly for our planet. But what if the asteroid contains some form of life? Deep
Impact, which was the last film to be directed by Mira Nair, is by far the most visually stunning of this

year’s movies, and the director has introduced a new thriller tone into sci-fi. The film has shown a
particular adeptness in imagining the on-screen narrative, as in the mythical storm sequences, and

brings with it the feeling of a charmingly archaic and old-fashioned movie. The original screenplay by
Sydney Pollack grew out of an earlier draft by John Sayles, who directed the noir-ish crime drama

“The Return of Billy the Kid”. The movie’s elegant style was initially greeted with some skepticism by
studio bosses and critics, who had expected the film to be a straightforward blockbuster. Still, Deep
Impact cost $70 million to make and went on to gross $377 million worldwide at a time when studios

are looking for any way to beat Hollywood’s slump. The film is one of those rare blockbusters that
can be enjoyed in a number of guises, whether the lights are on or off. For those who need the

reassurance of an on-screen narrative, the film is a big-budget action-adventure about how the world
reacts to a major natural disaster. Only the president and the Air Force are able to figure out why the

asteroid, known as “Deep Six”, is headed for Earth. As it spirals closer to the planet, the unnamed
president (Robert Duvall) and his team have to decide whether it should be intercepted, or can they

let it hit? As they juggle the possible options, they learn that each of the team members has a
hidden agenda that could derail or complicate the discussion, and this causes the normally collegial
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